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PRESS RELEASE 
	 

For Immediate Release: April 18, 2023 

NOTABLE GUESTS AND EMINENT FILMMAKERS DESCEND ON TORONTO  
FOR HOT DOCS’ 30th-ANNIVERSARY FESTIVAL 

Toronto, ON – Hot Docs is delighted to welcome noteworthy guests and fascinating subjects to its 2023 
Festival, taking place in Toronto April 27 to May 7. Special guests include Canada’s first female Jewish 
Supreme Court Judge Rosalie Abella; Indigo Girls’ Emily Saliers; Canadian YouTube pioneer, comedian, 
author, and television host Lilly Singh; bestselling author Gretchen Rubin; pioneering Black model and 
activist Bethann Hardison; trailblazing chef, food writer and editor Ruth Reichl; legendary journalist and 
podcaster Kara Swisher; prominent Greenlandic Inuk lawyer Aaju Peter; members of Canadian alt-rock 
band July Talk; and more. The Festival will also host over 186 of the world’s top documentary 
filmmakers to introduce their films and participate in post-screening audience Q&As.  
 
Featured guests are listed below. In most cases, the guests will be present at one or more screenings. 

Aaju Peter from TWICE COLONIZED (D: Lin Alluna | P: Emile Hertling Péronard, Alethea Arnaquq-Baril, 
Stacey Aglok MacDonald, Bob Moore | Denmark, Canada, Greenland | 2023 | 92 min) - Prominent 
Greenlandic Inuk lawyer and ardent defender of the rights of northern Indigenous people. In 2012, she 
received the Order of Canada. 

Anna Maria Tremonti, Gavin Crawford, Falen Johnston, Matthew Amha and Kaitlin Prest from “THE 
STORY I NEVER THOUGHT I WOULD TELL”: A NIGHT OF SURPRISING STORIES WITH THE HOSTS OF CBC 
PODCASTS - Stars of the CBC’s hottest podcasts and Canada's most gifted audio storytellers, who will 
gather on the Hot Docs Cinema stage for an intimate evening of live storytelling. 

Bethann Hardison from INVISIBLE BEAUTY (D: Bethann Hardison, Frédéric Tcheng | P: Lisa Cortés, Paul 
Dallas | USA | 2023 | 115 min) - Pioneering Black model, agent, activist, and champion of racial 
diversity.  

Emily Saliers from IT'S ONLY LIFE AFTER ALL (D: Alexandria Bombach | P: Kathlyn Horan, Jessica 
Devaney, Anya Rous, Alexandria Bombach | USA | 2023 | 123 min) - American singer-songwriter and 
member of iconic folk rock duo Indigo Girls. 

Gretchen Rubin, special guest on THE HAPPINESS LAB - Bestselling author of “The Happiness Project,” 
podcaster, and speaker on topics related to happiness, habits, and human nature.  

Kara Swisher from ON WITH KARA SWISHER - Renowned American journalist and host of the twice-
weekly podcast from New York Magazine, where she picks the brains of the world’s leading thinkers 
from politics, tech, media and culture.  
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	Dr. Laurie Santos from THE HAPPINESS LAB - Cognitive scientist and Professor of Psychology at Yale 

University, and host of the acclaimed mind-expanding and inspirational podcast about the science of 
happiness. 

Latif Nasser (co-host) and Simon Adler (producer) from RADIOLAB - The award-winning show from 
WNYC Studios brings its insatiable curiosity to Hot Docs, presenting a thrilling live event based on its 
Mixtape series, a rich cultural history of the cassette tape. 

Lilly Singh, special guest on ON WITH KARA SWISHER - Canadian YouTube pioneer, comedian, author, 
and television host.  

Moby, executive producer of ROWDY GIRL (D: Jason Goldman | P: Jason Goldman | USA | 2022 | 72 
min) - American musician, songwriter, singer, producer, and animal rights activist. He has sold 20 million 
records worldwide. (joining via Zoom) 

Peter De Jager from TIME BOMB Y2K (D: Marley McDonald, Brian Becker | P: Brian Becker | USA | 2023 
| 80 min) - South African-born Canadian computer engineer, best known for his Y2K early 1990s outcry 
warning. 

Singers Peter Dreimanis and Leah Fay, guitarist Ian Docherty, bassist Josh Warburton, and drummers 
Danny Miles and Dani Nash from JULY TALK: LOVE LIVES HERE (D: Brittany Farhat | P: Peter Dreimanis, 
Leah Fay Goldstein | Canada | 2023 | 83 min) - Members of Toronto alt-rock band July Talk, who made 
headlines for staging live drive-in shows amid the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Justice Rosalie Abella from WITHOUT PRECEDENT: THE SUPREME LIFE OF ROSALIE ABELLA (D: Barry 
Avrich | P: Mark Selby, Barry Avrich, Rosemary Sadlier, Jonas Prince | Canada | 2023 | 84 min) - 
Canada’s first female Jewish Supreme Court Judge – a passionate advocate for the disabled community 
and visible minorities. 

Ruth Reichl from FOOD AND COUNTRY (D: Laura Gabbert | P: Laura Gabbert, Ruth Reichl, Paula P. 
Manzanedo, Caroline Libresco | USA | 2023 | 99 min) - Trailblazing chef, food writer and editor; 
renowned for her food criticism at the Los Angeles Times and The New York Times.  

Scaachi Koul and Sarah Hagi from SCAMFLUENCERS – Canadian culture writers and co-hosts of the 
Wondery smash hit podcast, unpacking epic stories of deception from the worlds of social media, 
fashion, finance, health, and wellness.  

Tickets and ticket packages can be purchased and/or redeemed online at www.hotdocs.ca or in person 
at Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema Box Office, located at 506 Bloor Street West (hours vary daily in 
accordance with cinema screenings). 
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Hot Docs (www.hotdocs.ca), North America’s largest documentary festival, conference and market, is a 
not-for-profit organization dedicated to advancing and celebrating the art of documentary and to 
creating production opportunities for documentary filmmakers. Hot Docs will present its 30th annual 
edition from April 27 to May 7, 2023, in cinemas across Toronto, with a selection of films available 
online to audiences throughout Canada. Hot Docs will also mount a dynamic series of knowledge 
sessions, networking opportunities and market programs for documentary practitioners and industry 
delegates, including the renowned Hot Docs Forum, Hot Docs Deal Maker and The Doc Shop. In 
celebration of its 30th anniversary and a dedication to excellence in non-fiction storytelling, Hot Docs 
will present the Podcast Festival Showcase, featuring a slate of today’s hottest podcasts live on stage; 
along with a dynamic line-up of industry panels and master classes featuring podcast game-changers. 
Year-round, Hot Docs supports the Canadian and international industry with professional development 
programs and a multi-million-dollar film fund portfolio, and fosters education through documentaries 
with its popular free program Docs For Schools. Hot Docs owns and programs the Hot Docs Ted Rogers 
Cinema, a century-old landmark located in Toronto’s Annex neighbourhood and the world’s first and 
largest documentary cinema, and operates Hot Docs at Home streaming platform.   
 
Starting Tuesday, March 28, Festival ticket package holders, including Doc Soup subscribers, can redeem 
their ticket packages, and Hot Docs Members can purchase single tickets. Starting Tuesday, April 4, 
single tickets will be available to the public. Tickets and ticket packages can be purchased and/or 
redeemed online at www.hotdocs.ca or in person at Hot Docs Ted Rogers Cinema Box Office, located at 
506 Bloor Street West (hours vary daily in accordance with cinema screenings). Single tickets are $19 to 
regular Festival screenings and $22 to Special Presentations screenings ($17-19 members). Special 
events vary in price. A Festival 12-Pack is $199 and a Festival 20-Pack is $279. Hot Docs offers free 
tickets for all screenings before 5:00 p.m. to those 60+ and students with valid photo I.D., available 
online the day of the screening, subject to availability. Free screenings for students courtesy of CBC and 
CBC Gem.    
 
Hot Docs is proud to include Scotia Wealth Management as its Presenting Platinum Partner; Rogers 
Group of Funds as its Founding Partner; CBC as its Signature Partner; Netflix as its Presenting Partner; 
and Telefilm Canada, the City of Toronto and the Government of Ontario as its Major Supporters.  
 
FILM STILLS AVAILABLE   
Media Download Site: https://downloads.hotdocs.ca/downloads     
Password: HD23Media 
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